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7:05 - Meeting Begins
7:07 - Attendance
7:08 - OCOC Motion Discussion

- Julia: Overview of motion (see Drive). Motions to debate, Sophia seconds.
- Sophia: These have been the unofficial rules for a while - this is just a way to standardize.
- Laney: What does ⅔ mean?
- Julia: ⅔ of committee members.
- Yea: 19 Nay: 0 Abstain: 1
- Sophia: Motions to vote, Julia seconds.
- Motion is Passed!

7:13 - Security Committee Motion
- Sarah: Introduce the motion (see Drive). Motions to debate, Sophia seconds.
- Alexandra: Have you reached out to the Deans about the committee? Does Alexandra

have the power to approve this right away? Alexandra will appoint people to the
committee if it is formed.

- Eddy: Would this be formed immediately?
- Sarah: Goal of starting next semester.
- Eddy: Would this committee also be in charge of parking?
- Sarah: Yes.
- Silas: Where does the money from parking tickets go? Why also is there no formal

notification system for two or more tickets?
- Sarah: All issues to discuss in the committee. Not sure where the money goes.
- Julia: Also Runnals Lot is going to be very dangerous in the winter months.
- Laney: Has a photo of a dangerous situation. Will send to chat.
- Eddy: Apparently SGA previously increased parking ticket fees.
- Cat: Does not think that SGA ever did that.
- Tara: If tickets go to the security budget that is a problem. Maybe money should go to a

fund for new parking lots.
- Andrew: Motions to vote, Kerrie seconds.
- Yea: 19 Nay: 0 Abstain: 1

7:23 - Language Requirement Motion
- Kerrie: Introduces the motion (see Drive). Motions to discuss, Andrew seconds.
- Bibatshu: Thinks that three semesters is too much as a required commitment.
- Julia: How many people take the first class? So many people place into upper levels.
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- Jackie: All of the intro classes are usually full.
- Kerrie: Certain schools don’t prepare you as well coming into Colby, so this is an equity

disparity.
- Tara: Took Chinese for 5 years prior to Colby and still placed into 125.
- Gabe: What would stop someone from taking away the language requirement in the

future entirely? It benefits us to take other languages - Americans are historically bad at
learning about other cultures.

- Kerrie: Thinks that languages are important, just wants to drop from 3 to 2. Would also
like to alter timing for some of the language classes during the day.

- Julia: Have you talked to the department heads about this at all?
- Kerrie: No.
- Chris: Department heads are going to want to keep their programs alive by nature.
- Kerrie: Maybe 2 semesters max and one semester minimum.
- Cole: If you place into French 4, can you opt into a lower level?
- Cat: We would have to keep the current rules - if you place out, you place out.
- Bibatshu: Not a huge difference between taking two or three semesters. Most people

don’t retain things unless they are interested.
- Gabe: That is a privilege though in itself.
- Julia: How would this impact study abroad? The language requirement is the basis for

this.
- Kerrie: We would probably have to do a separate motion for this. Some of the countries

are English speaking though.
- Reagan and Brunda: Most only require 1 or 2 semesters to study abroad.
- Tara: Most of the languages want you to come back improved - don’t care as much about

your skill before going.
- Christine: Less options to place out with SAT subject tests (not offered anymore). Colby

still offers the placement tests here, though.
- Julia: thinks it is important to discuss with the department heads.
- Bibatshu: This would be going to the Academic Affairs Committee first.
- Julia: But it is a bad look for SGA overall to bypass the departments.
- Kerrie: Wants Mellissa Glenn and Barbara Moore’s opinions on how to approach this.
- Lowell: If departments were really committed to having people take more classes,

Spanish should offer a minor. We would hope that Colby would attract students interested
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in continuing with languages in general. This is not a disrespect issue towards the
department heads.

- Eddy: This is to just go to the Academic Affairs Committee/Barbara Moore right now.
- Andrew motions to vote, Eddy seconds.
- Yea: 16 Abstain: 3 Nay: 1
- Motion is passed!

7:44 - Prom Sign-Up
- Sheet sent out via email! Everyone must sign up!

7:48 - Yik Yak Poster Discussion
- Jackie: A group of posters about hateful speech on Yik Yak were posted across campus

and removed within 16 hours (torn down, crumpled, thrown away, etc.) by unknown
students. Asked for security camera footage, but there are not many cameras in existence.
Hateful words are becoming actions at this point and it is not ok.

- Alexandra: Originally thought that there was some ambiguity regarding the messages on
the posters, could maybe be construed as hate speech themselves. But now understands
that the people seen tearing them down have been white male students laughing and
joking while doing this.

- Jackie: Did not see any ambiguity in the posters personally. The whole point of an art
project is to draw attention to it. Every poster had a QR code with a direct link outlining
the project. People did this surrounding other people and the bystander effect was real. It
was white and asian men tearing them down and they were put up on Saturday night.

- Kerrie: No way that it was misinterpreted. Is there a way to anonymously report this?
- Jackie: Yes.
- Rory: We should post a lot more of these posters all across campus. Willing to help with

that.
- Christine: Some people were confused, but the way that they were torn down is an act of

hate.
- Nischal: Can we ask the artists to give some context for this? Besides the QR code.
- Kerrie: Someone approaching this out of misunderstanding is not going to rip the poster

down right away.
- Zee: No way that could have been a misunderstanding.
- Reagan: Maybe not best to repeat the things that have been said. It is scary. Some people

didn’t know that this was on Yik Yak in the first place. Formatting would be helpful here.
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- Nischal: Some students have no interaction with Yik Yak and this might be very jarring to
them.

- Eddy: We also can’t regulate the students' art.
- Julia: You can see the pain in these posters and we wouldn’t want to censor that. SGA

cannot tell students to censor themselves.
- Nischal: For the students who are minorities, this is traumatizing. Providing context

would be good for this.
- Rory: In the class that this project is for (intro to WGS). Might not want to redo it.
- Jackie: Artists will put the title on it but don’t want to do much else.
- Eddy: What should we do about this as SGA?
- Jackie: Thinking about it in terms of security cameras and monitoring, how talk has

become action at this point, to encourage everyone to use their power as student leaders
on campus. There are students who don’t want to go to class and want to leave Colby
over this. It needs to be brought to our attention.

- Cat: feel free to come to Exec separately with other thoughts.
8:04 - Meeting Adjourned


